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A Season of  Waiting and Watching 
I have often lamented in the past about the hectic pace of  life during a time when the season of  Advent 

calls us into a slower more contemplative and intentional time of  waiting and watching.  Now we have 

little choice but to slow down and I think it stinks.  But perhaps we can still make the most of  this time. 

Let’s sing Christmas songs like never before!  Since we can’t gather in person for a time, let’s gather virtually.  

Most of  us have smart phones which can record video and audio.  Record yourself  or you with your family singing your favorite 

Christmas songs and share them with your church via e-mail.   It doesn’t have to be a hymn, but any song that lifts your spirits in 

this time would be fun to hear.  “Grandma got run over by a reindeer”?  Not my favorite but would love to hear it from one of  

our members anyway if  it’s your thing.  Songs of  praise or even silly songs were made for times like these when we need 

reminders that life can still be good and playful.   

If  you don’t want to sing, then read a poem, psalm, or play a musical instrument.  Share your talents 

to bring joy to others this season.  I will combine them into a special “FLC Christmas Talent Show” to e-mail out for everyone 

to enjoy.  Many of  the psalms in the Bible are psalms of  lament and waiting, but they still often have a refrain of  praise in the 

midst of  them.  Psalm 130 for instance starts off  “Out of  the depths I cry to you, O Lord.”  But even before the prayer is 

answered, it proclaims, “Hope in the Lord!  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.”  

Let’s share pictures of  ourselves with our homes decorated for the season!  If  you’re like me and have 

trouble carrying a tune, maybe its best if  you don’t share video of  your singing publicly.  But you probably have at least one 

corner of  your apartment or home which is decorated to inspire devotion to Christ.  A Christmas tree?  An advent wreath?  A 

candle to light during devotions?  Take a picture of  yourself  and share it with a brief  description of  what this space means to 

you!  Our weekly video worship can share them during our prelude or postlude and in this way still gather in spirit.  The letter 

to the Hebrews was written to help us persevere in tough times:  “Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 

deeds, not neglecting to meet together as is the habit of  some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”  We can still meet together virtually even when it is not possible in person. 

Create your own advent wreath of  four candles on or near your Faith photo directory and join us 

for video led worship each week.  Okay, it may be corny to include the photo directory, but if  it reminds you that you 

are not alone in your journey of  faith, why not?  You can google how to make an advent wreath to do all kinds of  creative 

decorative things, but it is really just choosing four candles to represent the four weeks of  Advent.  Each week we light one more 

candle so the light gets brighter as we journey closer to celebrating Christ’s birth.  Our video led worship this Advent will be 

candlelight services so you might wish to worship when it is dark outside.  Even if  you don’t create an Advent wreath join in by 

lighting a candle of  your own to remind you that Jesus Christ is the light of  the world, the light no darkness can overcome.   

Kids:  You can make your own advent wreath out of  toilet paper tubes, tissue paper, and construction paper.  Google it!  Cool! 

h t t p : / / w w w . f a i t h l u t h e r a n w a b a s h a . o r g

N E W S

FLC
TO WITNESS AND GROW 
Living our mission in all that we do. 

Free to discover life.


Loving as Christ loves.


Open to going deep.


With God creating.

http://www.faithlutheranwabasha.org
http://www.faithlutheranwabasha.org


D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

Communion at Home on Christmas Eve! 
Whether we can gather in person or not this Christmas, we can still share in the gift of  the real presence 

of  Christ during this special celebration honoring Jesus’s birth.  We will gather on zoom and each home 

will have their own bread, wine, or grape juice to receive the elements blessed remotely from Faith’s altar. 

Because of  a concern about losing the importance of  gathering in community as a vital part of  receiving the body of  Christ, 

Holy Communion has been reserved for in person worship only till now.  Communion should not be thought of  as an individual 

gift to each person on their own, but as uniting us in the community of  all believers.  This gift is meant to be received together.  

Where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, he promises to be present reconciling us to each other.  Bishop Hassanally has 

now given us permission to extend our table by hosting communion services as we are gathered together virtually.  I will be 

sending out instructions for how to prepare your table so that it is an extension of  our altar at Faith and schedule the time of  the 

service.   

If  you haven’t tried a zoom call yet, it is easy to set up on almost any computer or smart phone.  If  you don’t have this 

technology, you can still join us on a regular phone by calling a conference call number.  We are hosting zoom coffee times at 9 

a.m. every Sunday till Dec 20th so if  you’re interested in practicing zoom calls so it is less distracting for the communion service, 

give it a try at one of  these times.  Simply click on the link which is sent out with the weekly video led worship and follow the 

instructions to download the app.  Once the app is downloaded, it’s easiest to simply go back to the e-mail and click on the link 

again in order to join the meeting.  You can stay for a short check in or a longer conversation and leave anytime you wish. 

In Person Worship Postponed Again 
In case you didn’t get the e-mail, here is the announcement of  our decision and rationale.   

After much prayer and deliberation, our council has agreed unanimously to postpone indoor worship and other activities at 

Faith from November 22 until December 20th.   

This coincides with the new order from Governor Waltz which asks for people not to gather in person with others outside of  

immediate household members starting today.  Church services are permitted under the governor's order, however we are 

honoring a request from Bishop Hassanally to also postpone gathering for worship during this time too. On December 17th, we 

will debate whether there is a need to continue this extra precaution. 

My personal bias had been to remain open for in person worship and spiritual education if  we can.  Now that we know more 

about treating and preventing the spread of  the virus, why stop doing the things we can still do safely which add value to our 

lives?  However, I recognize that the level of  COVID in our community is reaching another crisis point as hospitals are at 

capacity.  And as safe as our physically distanced, brief, masked worship services may feel, we still do not really know the actual 

risks of  transmission or the level of  threat of  health to those who might get it.  I believe now any infections we can prevent over 

the next few weeks will outweigh the benefits of  our being able to gather in person.  I and the council could be wrong.  We may 

have continued to be able to gather and worship without any transmission of  the disease, but we agreed for now not to take that 

chance.  Other groups which meet at church will be asked to postpone as well.  We will still invite people to come to church to 

contribute to creating our video worship or for prayer or individual needs. 

Watch for future announcements in which we will share creative ways that we can still be the church together and support 

each other in celebrating the season of  Advent--a season of  waiting and watching for Christ's coming. 

I am so thankful to be part of  this church especially now as we navigate our wide diversity of  beliefs about many things with 

grace for all.  — Pr. Dave 



FROM CHRIS’S FRONT PORCH  

A
dvent has been traditionally celebrated as a time of waiting.  As a child, I had an 

advent calendar that I would use year after year.  As I opened each window, I would 

read the Biblical story once again, day by day—except, once in awhile I would get 

impatient and open more than one window a day, making the waiting even harder.   

In this year of 2020 all of us, not only children, have experienced the frustration of waiting.  Will 

we avoid contracting COVID? Will our loved ones ever get better? When will a vaccine become 

available?  When will this pandemic ever just be over?  When can we return to normal?  The 

tensions and frustrations have mounted up through the months.  Waiting is hard.   

But there are little things we can do to help us on this journey of waiting.  Last month I talked 

about the need to simply stay connected and proposed Circle of Friends.  I’m asking every one 

of us to commit to call two people we already know at Faith Lutheran each week to offer words 

of encouragement and just ask, “Are you OK?”.  With Circle of Friends we will know we are 

not alone, and together we can better cope with the waiting. 

As we enter into the true Advent Season, I’m proposing another way we can help the waiting 

along.  We are introducing Planting Prayers.  Along side the front door of our church is a 

beautiful Christmas planter.  As you go through this holiday season, prayers will come to your 

mind—prayers of need, prayers for hope, prayers for healing, and prayers of thanksgiving.  

Simply write your prayers on small slips of paper and roll them up.  Children are invited to 

participate as well.   

When you drive or walk by church, even though the building will be closed, know that God’s 

heart and hands are still open to hear you.  Take these slips of paper and stuff them into the 

planter.  Weekly these will be gathered up, read, and your prayers will be offered up by our staff 

on Tuesdays.  You can write them anonymously, or specify if you’d like it to be included in our 

public prayers and include your name and phone number.  By doing this we can take comfort 

from the words of the Psalmist, “Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to 

him, for God is our refuge.” (Ps 62:8) 

I pray that together our time of waiting this season will be a blessing and not a burden. At Faith 

we are a community that helps to carry each other’s burdens and share each other’s joys, so 

together the load is light and the journey safe. I give thanks for each of you. 

Pastor Chris 



 

1st  William Allen                                   12th  John Mundy   22nd  Bridget Skelton 

1st  Keller Peterson   13th  Patty Leiseth   23rd  Kevin Fuerstneau 

4th  Eugene VanCura   13th  Jeff Peterson   26th  Danaca Carr 

5th  Norm Bussian   13th  MiKenna Reimers  27th  Merideth Frost 

9th  Mary Jo Bussian   15th  Hannah Iverson-Jones  27th  Evie Meurer 

10th  Keith Leiseth   17th  Jack Purvis   29th  Jon Holger 

10th  Jerry Lecy   18th  Rose Grover   29th  Jason Ender 

10th  LaDonna Jewson   20th  Nadean Becker   31st  Dorothy Kallstrom 

11th  Amy Oie    20th  Nate Scheibe 

 

 

 

 

     Assistant’s Schedule for worship video 

   

  Usher    Cantor   Lector 

 6th   Jim & Jean Jahn  John Mundy  Cindy Feurstneau 

 13th   Matt & Michelle Wobbe Liesl Knox  Bob Mann 

20th   Kristi & Rachel Kropp  Deb Smith  Rachel Kropp 

27th  Scott & Emily Durand  Scott Durand  Julie Anderson 

 

As of right now, Christmas worship services are undecided.  Please check your emails to get up to 

date information as to what our worship committee determines is safe. 

 

Memorials/Special Gifts 

September – October 2020 

 
Special Gifts: 

ELCA Hunger:    From Keith & Pam Oie, Rich & Bev Moore, Don & Darlene Austin, Gary & 

Merideth Frost, Jerry & Linda Brehmer, Bud & Vera Miller, Gloria Sveen, Kay Hickey, Dar Hovda 

and Bill & Carol Allen      TOTAL:  $1,351 

  



Faith Lutheran Prayer List 
 

Due to some requests we’ve had, we have decided to put our prayer list as we currently 
have it in our monthly newsletter so that you can pray for and with our church community 
during the month. Please keep in mind that this list is a point in time list and things can 
change daily or we may have missed information when we received the request for 
prayer. Please feel free to email me (christinefossum@me.com) or call or text (763-439-
1125) if you would like to add or change anything as we wish to be as accurate as 
possible. And thank you deeply for your prayers, I know they are much appreciated when 
we know there is a whole community supporting us. Pastor Chris 
 
 
Members of Faith: 
 
Pat Dahl (knee surgery on 10.9.20) 
Roger Root (cancer surgery) 
Mike Smith (heart surgery; stroke) 
Gary Wendland (liver cancer) 
Denny Atherton (brain cancer) 
Les Hinkle (E-coli infections) on oral antibiotics for one year 
Stephanie Scheibe (cancer) 
Hal Becker (cancer) 
 
Friends of Faith: 
 
Larry Graves, brother of Ron (kidney stones and heart surgery) 
Lucy, Jean Jahn’s mother, (hospice) 
Margaret, sister of Caroline Hinkle (covid) 
Ryley Holden, husband of Dorothy Kallstrom’s great niece (brain cancer) 
Chris Lien, brother of Scott (brain cancer) 
Clark Ann O’Neil, great granddaughter of Jerry & Ruth Mathias (juvenile cancer) 
Eleanor Groby, sister-in-law of Jane Hager (4th bout of cancer; receiving chemo 
treatment the 
next 3 months) 
 
Grieving deaths of: 
 
Sherry, Cindy Fuerstneau’s sister-in-law 
Baby Weylyn, daughter of Cory & Alicia Sobeck 
Maxine Brehmer, sister-in-law of Jerry Brehmer 
Charles Oviatt, brother of Marg Schreiber 
Wayne Stevenson, Dorothy Kallstrom’s brother-in-law 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

  
 
 

"NO COOKIES" COOKIE WALK 2020 
 
WELCA needs your help. We want to continue our outreach as much as possible so we 
are asking for donations. Please consider donating what you would have spent on the 
cookie walk, either making or buying.  Place it in an envelope and label it WELCA and 
return to the church. 

 
 

LEFSE AND ROSETTES 

 
LEFSE:  We are selling five 10 inch rounds for $7.50.  Available now. 
 
ROSETTES: They are being sold 6 for $5.00.  Available after December 13th. 
 
Please place your lefse and rosette orders by calling the church office at 565-2479 or 
replying to this email. All proceeds will go to WELCA.  You may pick your order up during 
office hours, Tues-Thurs, 9-noon.  Thank you in advance for your orders! 

 

WELCA 

November 17, 2020 minutes 
 

Ten ladies attended.  Delicious treats and coffee were served by Kay Hickey. 

 

The quilt raffle was discussed.  Some tickets are still out.  Deemed very successful! 

 

“No cookies” Cookie Walk was discussed.  

 

December meeting canceled due to Covid pandemic.  January meeting pending. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

From Bread for the World:  Thank you for your remarkable stretch of gifts (14 years!) at such a 

generous level.  Especially this year.  Though you voted on your donation in January, so much 

here changed in the months since.  We are grateful for your commitment to our shared mission 

of ending hunger in God’s world.  I pray and hope that you are all well in these challenging times.  
Thank you again for your active involvement and ongoing generosity.  

 

From Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota:  On behalf of LSS of MN and those we serve, thank 

you for your recent gift of $500.  For 155 years, congregations like yours have been essential 

partners in the mission of LSS, helping us grow from a church basement near Red Wing to offer 

services in all 87 counties of our state.  Your support affirms our vision that all people have the 

opportunity to live and work in community with full and abundant lives.   

 

From the Bergan Family:  Ella and our family would like to thank Val Zabel for taking the time to 

prepare the altar gowns for Confirmation, Pastor Knox for the very meaningful worship service, 

Abagail Briggs and Brad Kohler for the beautiful music and Julie for all that she did behind the 

scenes to help prepare for the service. 

 

 

 

http://hockeyfortheladies.blogspot.com/2010/07/hot-diggity-dog.html
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